HISTORY
OF THE FRIENDS

BY KATHIE KONARZEWSKI

In a world of changes, contributing to the health
of your library is one of the only legacies that
really lasts. And in building a legacy for your
loved ones, you’re also investing in a more
literate, more enlightened world.
-

lois hole
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The Library in St. Albert Place on opening day in 1984

1980’s
“In 1980, 29% of the Library’s revenues came
from the provincial government. By 1989
provincial funds represented less than 14%
of the Library’s revenues. The City has had
to increase its support to compensate and
to prevent a real decline in the quality and
availability of library service to St. Albert.
Unfortunately, the book budget has suffered
as we attempted to make up for this decline in
provincial support.” – Pam Forsyth, Library
Director (November 26, 1990)
The 1980’s were a difficult time for library
funding in Alberta. The Board and the library
director, Pam Forsyth, recognized that there

were limitations to the funds that the Library
could access – for example, certain grants
could only be provided to associations, not
public institutions.
In October of 1984, Library Board Chair
Marilyn Anderson put forward a “Discussion
Paper on Friends of the Library.” The first
questions were, “Why should there be a
Friends of the Library organization?” and
“Who are Friends of the Library?”
These questions were ultimately answered in
the objectives of the St. Albert Association of
Friends of the Public Library:

1. To assist the St. Albert Public Library located
in the City of St. Albert, Province of Alberta,
to establish, maintain and enhance an
effective and efficient delivery system
of library services by volunteers and by
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financial contributions.
2. To organize activities in such a manner
as they meet the goals and objectives as
determined from time to time by the St. Albert
Library Board.
3. To promote good public relations with
respect to the Library.
By 1986, a Friends group was looking at
fundraising ventures, but there was no
incorporated society.
Requests were coming in from the community.
Duff Jamison, publisher of the St. Albert
Gazette, asked if the Library would be
interested in microfilming back copies of
the newspaper as a historical record as had
been done in the past as the Library held
many years of physical Gazette issues.. Rod
Beattie of Wingfield Farm fame was also
corresponding with the Friends group to see if
they were interested in sponsoring his oneman show at the Arden Theatre.
Pam Forsyth, the library director, prepared
library wish lists which identified the need for
items such as a microfilm reader, a cabinet in
which to store the film, replacement of chairs
in the children’s library and specific books like
Easy Readers and music books.
Discussions on forming an official Friends
society had taken place for quite some time,
and in 1986 an application was prepared to
form the St. Albert Association of the Friends
of the Public Library. The application required
five citizens to sign up for the application. Ken
Allred, Maureen Dickson, Pat Hamilton, Ann
Hapchyn and George McLaughlin put their
names forward.
Alberta Consumer and Corporate Affairs
granted a Certificate of Incorporation to the St.
Albert Association of the Friends of the Public
Library (the Friends) on January 29, 1988.
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Library volunteers in 1989 with library director Pam Forsyth
(left)

The founding meeting was held in the Library
on March 2, 1988. Its purpose was to adopt
the bylaws, choose a chairman to conduct the
meeting, and vote for the executive of the new
association.
After an introduction by David White, the
Vice President of the Library Board, the first
Friends executive was voted in:

•

Bill Shields, President

•

George McLaughlin, Vice President

•

Maureen Dickson, Treasurer

•

Effie Nelson, Secretary

•

Liesbeth Bakker, Director (Board Liaison)

•

Ken Allred, Director

The Friends reached out to the community,
appealing for more members. A substantial
number of citizens sent in their names,
including Valerie Spink. Valerie is still with
the Friends and is the 2018-2019 President.
Who says fundraising is not fun? The price of
membership at the time was $10.
Of course, fundraising was one of the first
items for consideration. Potential fund sources
included grants, events and donations from
businesses and the public. In fact, a two page
list of possibilities was studied under the
following headings:
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•

Donations

•

Deferred Giving

•

Sales of Services

•

Political Change

•

Entertainment

•

Sales of Goods

These headings are as appropriate today as
they were at that time.
With guidance from the Board, the Friends
selected grants as a starting point. The grant
under consideration was from the Department
of Culture’s Community Recreation/Cultural
Grant Program. The Friends applied for this
grant, and the treasurer Maureen Dickson
soon after received a $2,875 cheque from
Richard Fowler, St. Albert’s MLA, on behalf
of the Department of Culture. The Friends
donated funds from this grant to help the
Library purchase new furniture, and the
Friends were off to their first success.

1990’s
Every year, the Friends held an Annual
General Meeting. 1990 saw changes to the
Friends executive:

•

Bruce Weary, President

•

George McLaughlin, Treasurer

•

Corinne Odinga, Secretary

•

Liesbeth Bakker, Director

•

Kent Davidson, Director

•

Valerie Spink, Director

Each year the Library presents a wish list to
the Friends, enabling the Friends to target
their fundraisers to the most needed areas. In
1990, library director Pam Forsyth explained

that the Library needed $10,000 to replace
worn books and to purchase new editions.
The Library had no funds to purchase these
books, so the Friends moved into public
donation mode. Kent Davidson, the first
Fundraising Chair, sent request letters to
charitable organizations and companies that
might donate. The Friends sent 1,650 letters to
various members of the public. The Optimist
Club of St. Albert donated $4,000 through
the Friends, and in the years following,
they continued to donate $1,500 annually.
Members of the Friends were among those
who generously responded to the fundraising
appeal.
At that time, the provincial government was
reducing budgets and asking all civil agencies
to do the same. Fundraising can be difficult
and, as with all non-profit organizations, new
members and new ideas are always needed. In
1991, Marcia Scammell, who had experience
working with the St. Albert Festival of the Arts
Society, was invited to share her expertise
with the Friends.
Marcia Scammell took up the challenge and
became President of the Friends in 1992. The
1992 executive included the following Friends:

•

Marcia Scammell, President

•

Kirk Ferguson, Vice President

•

George McLaughlin, Treasurer

•

Maureen Bell, Secretary

•

Valerie Spink, Fundraising Chair

So began early activities of the group. Events
began with a Family Fun Run to raise funds
for the Library’s CD collection.
In 1992, Bernice Healy, President of the
Friends, kickstarted a public newsletter
called Story Lines. Victor Laderoute, Cultural
Services Coordinator for the City of St. Albert,
was very helpful with this project and the first
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edition went to print in January 1993.
That same year, Pam Forsyth requested that
the Friends look into producing book bags
as the Library’s stock of plastic bags had run
low. They sought an environmentally-friendly
alternative to plastic bags. Bernice Healy
contacted Edmonton Public Library who
had sold book bags with limited success. The
Friends of the St. Albert Children’s Theatre
had made canvas book bags with a black
silkscreened logo. This gave Bernice the idea
to develop a Friends logo and include this
logo on the book bags. Jan Fox, the head of the
Edmonton women’s prison, lived in St. Albert
and asked if the Library would consider the
women prisoners making bags as an outreach
program. This became a Friends project.
Liesbeth Bakker collected donated large
squares of denim fabric from an Edmonton
business. Valerie Spink met with a staff
member at the women’s prison who was going
to work with the women to make the bags.
The staff member made a pattern and took
the Friends logo design and made a sample.
Valerie Spink and her husband, David, would
regularly bring boxes of fabric to the prison
and return for pick up when the bags were
ready. The Friends were sent an invoice
after each run of sewing was completed, and

Liesbeth Bakker would keep track of these
invoices. After several years, the sewing
partnership with the women’s prison ended,
and the Friends looked for other volunteers to
sew the bags. Rosanne Delaney volunteered
to sew bags after she had retired from being
head of the Library’s circulation department
in 1999. These book bags were sold at the
Library’s front desk to patrons, bringing in
approximately $800 per year for the Friends
while supporting women prisoners with
meaningful work.
Bernice Healy also introduced two social clubs
for the Friends of the Library: a Writers’ Circle
and a Readers’ Circle. Part of the mission of
the Friends was to gather book lovers, so these
social circles supported this aim.
In 1996 the Library set a goal of raising $10,000
to fund a music CD collection. The Friends
agreed to match a grant of $2,000 received
from the Alberta Foundation for the Arts. In
1997 there were only 750 CDs in the collection
and circulation was over 1,000 per month.

2000’s
The Friends held a raffle. You could even
find them at the St. Albert Farmers’ Market
encouraging ticket sales. The challenge was
to raise $1,000, selling 500 tickets at $2 each.
The prize was a CD holder that resembled
a birdhouse. The Friends also sponsored
‘People’ magazine for the Library collection
and donated $850 from the sale of bookbags.
With help from the Friends the CD collection
rose to 1,853 CDs by 2001.

The boosted CD collection in 1996 after donations by the
Friends of the Library
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The Friends had intended to hold a second
Family Fun Run in September, but this had to
be cancelled as it was double booked with a
Walk for AIDS on the same day.
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A raffle was organized the following year,
in 2002. An early bird draw would be for a
handmade doll made by Wanda German, and
the grand prize was a painted cupboard by
Marie of Marie’s Designs. 1000 tickets were on
sale at $1 each. The proceeds supported the
Library’s large print books collection.
The Library needed instructional video
cassettes to help with computer literacy, more
audio cassettes for blind readers and those
who preferred to be read to, a microfilm
reader/printer, one microcomputer for public
use and BOOKS - always books!
Back in 1989, the Library had started a video
collection with funds from the Friends. By
2001, the video collection included 4,000
cassettes.
In 2002, Diane Wilson was voted in as
Fundraising Chair. At her suggestion, the
Friends applied for permission to be a
charitable organization which would enable
them to hand out tax receipts. Funds raised
from events or sales would, of course, be
passed from the Friends to the Library.
Another suggestion was that the Friends
might apply to run a casino. Gillian Keir and
Diane Wilson agreed to talk to the Casino
Manager.
The Friends decided they should keep track of
the volunteer hours spent on Library projects.
Early the following year, the Library agreed
to keep an account of the Friends’ hours
towards free Library membership. 20 hours
of volunteering was required to claim this
reward.
The Friends would help with the Library Book
Sale to be held in June. It was suggested that
an Arden event be considered for sponsorship
– possibly a co-production of Wingfield Farms
be investigated as a fundraiser. Valerie Spink

was to investigate this, with Barb Moreau
looking for a Murder Mystery production.
At the Annual General Meeting on April
9, 2003, no nominations were received for
the positions of President, Secretary, or
Fundraising Chair. Valerie Spink was voted as
Vice President, and Diane Wilson as Treasurer.
In August a Special Meeting was called to
elect a new executive. The results led to the
following executive team:

•

Diane Wilson, President

•

Valerie Spink, Vice President

•

Charlene Tymchuck, Secretary

•

Margreet Potter, Treasurer

•

Barb Moreau, Fundraising Chair

Each summer, members of the Friends had
taken part in the Mayor’s Walk. Funds raised
were then donated to the Friends.
Barb Moreau suggested that when she worked
at the Grande Prairie Public Library, they held
a very special event called Just Desserts. It was
labour intensive but fun for the organizers
and the attendees. Items were to be collected
for a silent auction. Requests were made for
donations of desserts to be consumed by the
guests. The Mayor, Councillors and Library
Board members, Friends and friends of
Friends were asked to ‘bake their own‘ special
desserts that would then be auctioned.
Louis Lavoie, now noted for his wonderful
murals, was on hand to produce a work of
art throughout the evening and the painting
would be auctioned that night. Brad Ward
agreed to be the auctioneer. A free trip around
northern Canada was one of the very special
prizes.
The Silent Auction led to the Gala, beginning
on February 17, 2004 at the Library. The Just
Desserts Gala took place at the Kinsman
Centre on March 6, 2004. It was advertised as,
HISTORY OF THE FRIENDS OF ST. ALBERT PUBLIC LIBRARY
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The Friends of the Library circa 2004, with Pam Forsyth (Library Director) and Peter Moloney (Library Board Chair)

“Delicious. Delectable. Delightful.” The cost
was $10 per person. With $350 in the Friends’
bank account, undertaking this event was a
great leap of faith.
The Just Desserts Gala lived up to its name.
Plates were filled to the maximum. Diets went
out of the window! The event raised $10,200. A
huge advertisement appeared in the St. Albert
Gazette thanking everyone who donated to
this event. Barb Moreau and Diane Wilson
spent many hours on this project. Just Desserts
Gala was a tribute to the energy of the Friends,
local community spirit, and the community’s
support for the St. Albert Public Library.
As usual, in 2004 the Friends could be seen
at the Book Sale in June and November, the
Lifestyle Expo, Home School Discovery Day,
Patron Appreciation Day and Christmas
Around the World. These events have now
been supported for 14 years. The Friends are
there to assist so that Library staff can attend
HISTORY OF THE FRIENDS OF ST. ALBERT PUBLIC LIBRARY

to library patrons as usual. A Book Raffle was
held at Christmas that year, as well.
Pam Forsyth approached Kathie Konarzewski,
Board member and Friends member, to ask if
the Friends might be interested in a fundraiser
that had been very successful for the Friends
of Grande Prairie Public Library. The
suggestion was that the Friends could form
a relationship with the Toronto International
Film Festival’s Community Division to screen
movies on a regular basis. These would
be independent movies from all over the
world. It seemed like a great idea, so Kathie
Konarzewski investigated the possibility
of the Friends using this as a fundraising
medium. Negotiations with Grandin Theatres
were successful. Brenda Batchelor and Kathie
Konarzewski became co-ordinators of this
Monday night movie experience called “Reel
Mondays.”
The first season of Reel Mondays began

9

at Grandin Theatres in January 2005, with
The Notebook as its first movie. 175 people
attended. The theatre was full, and the entire
season was a success.
The Friends hosted a second Just Desserts
Gala in 2005, following its success the
previous year. Tables were full, desserts were
demolished and $6,000 was raised. These
two Galas are the Friends’ most successful
fundraisers at that time.
25,649 people had Library memberships.
796,074 items were circulated. 245,914 St.
Albertans visited the Library. The Friends
continued to look for enjoyable ways for the
public to support the Library.
Wish lists still appeared annually from Pam
Forsyth. Current requests were for Daisy
readers, Wi-Fi, additions to the collection,
large print books, audiobooks, French
language books, and highly illustrated books
on crafts, travel, cooking, gardening and home
decorating. All were expensive items, needed
immediately.
On October 13, 2006, Peter Moloney was the
MC for results of Just a Silent Auction. At this
event, the Kamara Quartet provided musical
interludes. The group consisted of four very
talented musicians: Lauren Tyrrell (violin),
Lesley Dolman (violin), Shannon Graham
(viola), and Julia Dolman (cello). The young
women were all members of the Edmonton
Youth Orchestra. Lauren, Shannon and Julia
were in first year university and Lesley was in
grade 12 at Paul Kane High School. Talented
young painter Kelly Eggleston, in grade 12 at
Bellerose Composite High School, completed a
painting during the auction.
The Friends’ first Casino fundraiser took
place on March 6 and 7, 2007 at the Gold
Dust Casino in St. Albert. Researched and
organized by Diane Wilson, this was an

opportunity to raise a substantial amount of
money in a relatively short time. It would
need a lot of volunteers to take this project on.
And volunteers there were! Over two days
and very strange hours, the Friends raised
$25,353.
2008 was a year of concerts. The delightful
Pre-Tenors, in joint concert with the St. Albert
Community Band, performed at the Arden
Theatre on January 14, 2008. The Arden
Theatre seats 500 people, and every seat
was filled that evening. The audience loved
the performances. The Community Band,
in true community spirit, paid their own
expenses and donated the proceeds from their
performance to the Friends of the Library. The
concert raised $5,400 for large print books,
audiobooks and musical instruments for use
during children’s Story Time.
A Read Together - Win Together program
was designed by the children’s library in 2008
to help families read together. Every time a
family read five books in February, they could
fill out a ballot, bring it to the Library and
put it in the draw box for a chance to win a
mystery box of terrific prizes. Although this
was not a fundraising event, it was part of the
volunteer assistance the Friends offer to the
Library.

Friends volunteers sorting handouts for children across St.
Albert, advertising the 2008 children’s summer reading
games “Catawampuss” and “Kittywampuss”
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Each year an audit is run on the financial
activities of the Friends. Frank Potter, CMA,
MBA audited for the Friends for many years.
His reward was to have the Friends buy a
book or a series of videotapes with a bookplate
acknowledging his service. He was able to
borrow them first, and then they were placed
in circulation at the Library. The Friends really
appreciated the hours spent on this work
and the money saved that was donated to the
Library.
The “Friends’ Corner,” dedicated in 2009

Silent Auctions continued to be successful.
2009 began with Reel Monday once again. A
casino fundraiser, organized by Diane Wilson,
was held on April 17 and 18, 2008. This
fundraiser brought in $18,970.
The Annual General Meeting of 2009 elected
the following Friends for the 2009 to 2010 year:

•

Valerie Spink, President

•

Brenda Batchelor, Vice President

•

Sandy Fildes, Secretary

•

Eleanor Hacker, Treasurer

•

Chris Cooke, Library Board Liaison

•

Barb Moreau, Library Staff Representative

The Friends purchased lawn signs for the
children’s summer reading game for the
summer 2009 Shipwrecked and Bubbletree
Island games. These coroplast signs said,
“A summer game reader lives here!”
allowing children to proudly show off their
commitment to reading and advertising the
summer reading game at the same time.
Summer volunteers stapled wooden stakes
onto the signs so that they could be staked
into front lawns all across St. Albert. That
summer, 1600 children participated in the
reading game. It was well worth the Friends
donation of $2,500, and the signs have been
loaned to families every summer since 2009 to
borrow for the summer after completing two
turns of the reading game. Many families did
not return the signs so the numbers of signs in
storage dwindled each year, but the summer
staff elected to print ledger-sized signs, still

The Friends of the Library with Pam Forsyth (Library Director), Kelly Aisenstat (Library Board Chair), and Board members
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The Friends of the Library on May 7, 2010, with Pam Forsyth (Library Director), presenting a $100,000 cheque to commemmorate
$100,000 donated to the Library since 1988.

with a note acknowledging the Friends’ initial
donation, to be taken home as “window signs”
and coloured by the children.
The usual volunteer help was given for the
Library’s regular events. The Alberta Gaming
and Liquor Commission had sent out a list
of “casino consultation questions” that took
many hours of consideration. Diane Wilson
and Marg Mazer took this on and completed it
for submission in November of 2009.
The Friends were honoured in 2009 when the
Library renamed the lounging area under the
stairs the “Friends’ Corner.”
Valerie Spink arranged for Memories of
a Christmas Ornament to be presented in
the Arden Theatre with Maureen Rooney
and Paul Punyi, Lori Mahocsy, and Darcy

Phillips. Barb Moreau arranged with artists for
beautiful handmade Christmas ornaments to
be created and sold in the theatre foyer.

2010’s
Reel Monday organizers were faced with
a surprise experience in February 2010.
Water pipes froze at Grandin Theatres when
temperatures reached minus 30 degrees.
Volunteers from the Friends were handed lists
of phone numbers that had been collected in
case of emergency theatre problems, show
cancellations, or other updates. Throughout
the afternoon and early evening, volunteers
were on phones trying to reach patrons who
were planning to see the movie that evening.
HISTORY OF THE FRIENDS OF ST. ALBERT PUBLIC LIBRARY
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Only six people turned up at the theatre, and
when they did, they were met at the door
by organizers and volunteer Friends who
explained the difficulty. Nobody was left in
the cold. That was certainly a first!

summer reading game. Packages were
prepared for two school districts and reached
over 5,000 young students across St. Albert.
Sheila Hay and Gayl Tarrent continued with
these sessions for several years.

At the public’s request, a Reel Monday
presentation of The Girl with the Dragon
Tattoo was shown at Grandin Theatres on two
occasions.

Library Friends love to help other Library
Friends so, when Shelley Sweet, who had
previously been the Library’s communications
and fundraising coordinator, asked if a virtual
conference could be set up with the Friends
of the Airdrie Public Library, the St. Albert
Friends were only too happy to agree. They
wanted advice and details of some of St.
Albert’s fundraising ventures - particularly
Reel Monday. It was an excellent video
conference and a pleasure to support other
Friends.

The 2010 wish list included large print
books, CD audio books, hobby books, DVDs,
Playaways, video games, author reading
sponsorships, computers, and games in the
children’s library.
At the Annual General Meeting on April 20,
2010 a new Executive was voted in:

•

Brenda Batchelor, President

•

Valerie Spink, Vice President and Fundraising
Chair

•

Sandy Fildes, Secretary

•

Rosemarie Marken, Treasurer

The Bibliocommons Launch took place on
October 4, 2010. This was the start of training
staff and patrons in new technology using the
internet.
2011 proved to be another busy year. The
executive included the following Friends:

A wonderful lift to any volunteer’s morale
is to be acknowledged for work done. The
Friends reached the milestone of having raised
$100,000 for the Library since 1988. Mayor
Nolan Crouse sent a letter of thanks and
congratulations. In April 2010, the Friends
held a cheque presentation at the Library.

•

Valerie Spink, President and Fundraising
Chair

•

Brenda Batchelor, Vice-President

•

Sandy Fildes, Secretary

•

Charles Laderoute, Treasurer

•

Chris Cooke, Library Board Liaison

Pam Forsyth retired from her role as library
director in June of 2010 after 30 years of
service. Peter Bailey was appointed as her
replacement. Pam was always supportive
of the Friends and was instrumental in its
founding in the 1980’s. It was with mixed
feelings that the Friends congratulated her on
retirement and said goodbye.

•

Barb Moreau, Library Staff Representative

•

Kathie Konarzewski, Casino Chair

•

Brenda Batchelor and Kathie Konarzewski,
Reel Monday Coordinators

In addition to their regular volunteer help
sessions in the Library, Friends assembled
promotional flyer packages for the children’s
HISTORY OF THE FRIENDS OF ST. ALBERT PUBLIC LIBRARY

Once again, the Friends began the 2011 year
with Reel Monday. The movies played to sold
out audiences at Grandin Theatres. Patrons
arrived an hour early to make sure they had
a seat or to see if a seat became vacant. $3,000
in funds raised by this movie series were
donated towards sponsorship of the inaugural
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STARFest (St. Albert Readers’ Festival).

Library was short of space?

A big problem was that the seats at Grandin
Theatres were breaking. Before each
performance Brenda and Kathie checked each
seat and made sure it would not collapse. If
it did, it was tagged with a warning notice.
Audiences were amazingly patient. They
continued to come to the theatre and smiled
understandingly as they had the difficulties
explained to them.

A casino fundraiser was organized by Kathie
Konarzewski. In April of 2011, 25 volunteers
worked 169 hours over two days at the Apex
Casino and raised $19,188.

The St. Albert Association of Friends of the
Public Library was successfully nominated
by the St. Albert Public Library Board for
inclusion in the Alberta Association of
Fundraising Executives (AAFRE) Honour Roll
and received the award on March 16, 2011. The
Friends appreciated this acknowledgement of
their hard work and dedication to the Library.
The Library set up a Harry-Potter-style
Friends’ corner under the stairs. This is where
special notices can be hung, and, of course, the
award plaque! Did someone mention that the

The following month, an Arden Theatre
audience enjoyed An Evening of Theatre and
Music, Hat & Gloves/Hard Work & Dreams
with Maureen Rooney, organized by Valerie
Spink.
In addition to the usual Library Events, the
Friends volunteered during seniors’ week.
The year ended with a Friends & Food Pierogi making session by Joanne Root.
Samosa making by Valerie Spink is also very
popular. These events were an instant success
and always sold out.
Reel Monday started 2012 off well.
A Book Sale and a Friends & Food – Truffle

The Friends of the Library in 2016 with the Library Board
HISTORY OF THE FRIENDS OF ST. ALBERT PUBLIC LIBRARY
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Workshop took place in March.
A new venture took place on March 2, 2012.
This was a most enjoyable Scotch Tasting
session with expert Andrew Walls. A very
Scottish evening was had by all!
The annual wish list requested funds for
large print books and DVDs, so the Out of
Print clothing sales continued. Funds were
presented to the Library for more children’s
summer reading game signs and for green
Library golf pencils labelled with “Friends
of the Library” text. These little pencils are
incredibly useful throughout the year and are
in great demand!

Valerie Spink became the Casino Chair. A
Casino fundraiser held in August of 2013
raised $21,213.
Reel Monday was a success once again. The
TIFF Film Circuit was becoming more difficult
to deal with, but arrangements were still
leading to a successful series.

Funds from Reel Monday are now annually
used to support the Library’s highly successful
STARFest event. Friends also volunteer at this
event.

It was mentioned previously that space in
the Library was at a premium. (Remember
the Children’s Department “under the tree”
meetings?) In October of 2013, the Library
Board launched an Advocacy Campaign to get
out information on the critical lack of space in
the Library. Friends were asked to advertise
a public meeting in support of the Library.
Board Members Tim Osborne and David
Climenhaga were helpful in writing blogs on
the subject.

At the AGM in 2013 in May the entire
Executive was re-elected for another year.

The usual list of volunteer assistance was
repeated.

Rum Tasting event hosted on November 21, 2014 by the Friends at the Library. Friends organizers from left to right: Allice
Laderoute, Barb Moreau, Wendy Stuart-Hughes, Valerie Spink, Charles Laderoute, Kathie Konarzewski
HISTORY OF THE FRIENDS OF ST. ALBERT PUBLIC LIBRARY
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funds raised from this event totalled $22,217.

Valerie Spink (President of the Friends) and Tim Osborne
(City Councillor) at the St. Albert Expo in 2015

The annual wish list suggested donations
to the book collection, children’s summer
reading game book prizes, large print books,
and DVD Quick Flicks. A few years ago, the
Bestseller Express had been a great success.
The idea with DVDs was that these could be
borrowed for three days and returned more
quickly than the usual seven days. The Library
would shelve extra copies of the latest movies.
In 2014, a Blu-Ray DVD player was purchased
for use at Grandin Theatres. The theatre
was not in good shape, though seating had
improved since the theatre had arranged to
acquire replacement chairs from the Arden
Theatre.
STARFest received $4,000 in funds from Reel
Monday. The search for a new home for Reel
Mondays became more urgent. The Arden
was now a front runner as it was planning to
install a new, larger screen later in the year.

As the Grandin Theatres building was to be
demolished, the Friends urgently needed to
find a new home for the Reel Monday film
series. The final movie at Grandin Theatres
was shown the third week in May of 2015.
As the audience left, the Friends said a sad
goodbye to the theatre manager and staff.
They had been given 48 hours to vacate the
building and had succeeded in persuading the
building management company to allow the
scheduled Reel Monday movie to take place.
Brenda Batchelor investigated a suitable new
location for these movies, at a cost that could
be afforded and was suitable for the audience.
Valerie Spink successfully negotiated a deal
with the Arden Theatre and dates were
booked for the 2015 to 2016 season for eight
film screenings. Costs were higher than
Grandin Theatres, but the Arden Theatre
seats an audience of 500, so lineups would
disappear and seating be assured. The new
Reel Monday coordinators were Valerie
Spink and Kathie Konarzewski. The Friends
negotiated an arrangement with Criterion as
the distributor for that season.
Valerie Spink investigated holding a Paint
Nite at O’Maille’s Pub. These are currently
very popular events and take place at a few

Thanks to the success of the Scotch tasting
event, a Rum Tasting was arranged for
November 21, 2014. Wanda German donated a
quilt set for raffle at this event.
The Executive was once again re-elected,
with Valerie Spink as Casino Chair for 2015.
A Casino fundraiser was held in August. The

Valerie Spink (President of the Friends) volunteering at the
Library’s book sale in 2016
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Out of Print clothing campaign’s final event
raised close to $2,500.
$10,000 of the casino fund was presented to
the Library to be spent on electronic resources.
STARFest received $4,000 for the 2017 season.
$250 was spent on new bookkeeping software
for the Treasurer and Auditor to assist with
account keeping and auditing. This year’s
auditor was Rhonda Kozuska, administrative
services coordinator at the Library.
Yes for the Library campaign team group photo at the St.
Albert Food Bank meeting space in autumn of 2017

locations throughout the city. It was decided
that a Paint Nite should take place at Central
Social Hall on St. Albert Trail on January 29
and February 17, 2016. Both events were sold
out.
Scotty Jackson, Library Board Liaison, sent
information on the Branching Out campaign
that was planned for the winter. This would
be yet another effort to explain to the public
the importance of having more space in the
Library.
At the Annual General Meeting, the Board
was re-elected with the exception that Jim
McConnell took over the position of Treasurer.
The Friends studied the annual wish and
voted on donating $5,000 for additions to the
Bestseller Express Collection, $4,000 for ‘Quick
Flicks’ DVDs, $4,000 for STARFest, and $2,000
for book prizes for the children’s summer
reading game.
The 2017 season of Reel Monday continued
to be an eight-movie season and began in
January at the Arden. The Beer Tasting
event on March 24, 2017 – guided by our
own, knowledgeable Peter Bailey, was much
enjoyed and sold out. A 50/50 draw was
encouraged by Wendy Stuart-Hughes and
became a great success at these events. The
HISTORY OF THE FRIENDS OF ST. ALBERT PUBLIC LIBRARY

At the 2017 Annual General Meeting, Nancy
Woodburn was voted in as Treasurer. All
other officers remained the same. Valerie
Spink was voted in as Fundraising Chair and
Casino Chair. In June, Nancy Woodburn was
unable to continue her duties as Treasurer.
Allice Laderoute was elected as Treasurer.
Prior to the 2017 municipal election, a YES
Campaign committee was formed to remind
citizens of St. Albert that the Library’s space
requirements were even more acute than
in 2003 when the Library Board, under the
Chairmanship of Peter Moloney, first began to
draw attention to its space needs. A highlight
of this campaign was an excellent speech by
Kate Pearce, granddaughter of Lois Hole, who
spoke at the Enjoy Centre on October 2, 2017.
Special efforts were undertaken by Charmaine
Brooks, Graeme Matichuk, Richard Brooks,

Kate Pearce, granddaughter of Lois Hole, speaking at a Yes
for the Library campaign event at The Enjoy Centre in autumn
of 2017. Charmaine Brooks seated next to Kate.
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The Friends of the Library 2018 AGM held in April of 2018 in “The Aquarium” where meetings are held when the Training Room is
not available. It gets cozy!

Terry Korte, Peter Moloney, and Scott Venne.
They deserve many thanks for their work.
The Reel Monday film series continued in
2018. The Friends organized a sold-out Beer &
Chocolate Tasting on March 2, 2018 in Forsyth
Hall, hosted by Peter Bailey, library director
and beer connoisseur. Chocolaterie Bernard
Callebaut donated delectable chocolates to
pair with beers selected by Peter Bailey.
Valerie Spink organized a Casino in 2018 that
raised $18,818. The next Casino opening will
not be for three years as many new societies
have been formed, resulting in longer wait
times.

The Friends continue their volunteer work
with the Book Sale, Lifestyle Expo, Library
Patron Appreciation Day and the yearly
Christmas Around the World Program for
children. Each year, many Friends have
volunteered at STARFest, the Library’s
amazing readers’ festival bringing in
authors. Money has been donated to library
books, library resources such as Lynda.com,
STARFest, the children’s summer reading
games and the Reading Buddies children’s
reading tutoring program.

HISTORY OF THE FRIENDS OF ST. ALBERT PUBLIC LIBRARY
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Beer & Chocolate Pairing fundraiser held at the Library on March 2, 2018. Hosted by library director Peter Bailey, this event was
sold out and enjoyed by all!

The current executive for 2018 to 2019 includes
the following Friends:

•

Valerie Spink, President, Fundraising Chair,
and Casino Chair

•

Joanne Root, Vice President

•

Sandy Fildes, Secretary

•

Richard Brooks, Treasurer

•

Graeme Matichuk, Marketing Chair

•

Melissa Steeves, Library Board Liaison

•

Valerie Spink and Kathie Konarzewski, Reel
Monday Coordinators

The Marketing Chair is a new position.
Improvements in modern information sharing
have been introduced by the Marketing Chair,
Graeme Matichuk, who had been introduced
to the Friends through the children’s summer
reading game and the Yes for the Library
campaign. Recently the Friends approved
an email address, friends@sapl.ca, which is
HISTORY OF THE FRIENDS OF ST. ALBERT PUBLIC LIBRARY

hosted by the Library and used for email
communications and other Google account
features, including creating mailing lists and
storing Friends’ records.
The Friends continue to actively learn and
grow from other Friends of the Library groups
locally and around the world. In 2018, Spruce
Grove Public Library Friends representatives

Valerie Spink speaks to the crowd to introduce the film at
every Reel Monday screening
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Over the years, the communications staff
members at the Library have provided
great assistance to the Friends. Recent
communications coordinators from the past
ten years have included Shelley Martell,
Julie Collison, and Leslie Greentree. After
Julie Collison’s retirement in December of
2018, Leslie Greentree took on the Library’s
communications portfolio. Leslie’s first project
with the Friends was assisting with planning
the 30 Years of Friends Celebration.
Photo of many community members, including the Women’s
Institute library founders, at the St. Albert Community Hall
hosting a fundraiser called “Krossroad Kapers” to support the
purchase of new library furniture. At the time, the Library was
in the basement of the Community Hall.

joined our Friends meeting so we could share
ideas with each other. The Friends have also
consulted with the Beaumont Library Friends
group and are considering incorporating
Friends case studies in every monthly
meeting.
216 people attended the January 2019
screening of Puzzle, the first Reel Monday
movie of 2019, at the Arden Theatre. Thanks
to Graeme Matichuk, tickets can now be
purchased through Eventbrite in addition to at
the Library’s front desk.
In 2018, Graeme Matichuk, with the support
of the Friends, began researching and writing
a book on the early history of St. Albert
Public Library. This book is a love letter to
the Library and its founders during the first
30 years of the Library, from 1937 to 1967.
It is an effort to recognize the vital work
done by Susie Atkinson, Mildred Herron,
and many others who worked tirelessly
during the Library’s early decades to bring
library services to St. Albert. One of the first
librarians, Molly Laderoute, was the mother
of one of our Friends, Charles Laderoute! The
Friends plan to publish this book in 2019.

So here we are at 2019. The Friends are
hosting a 30 Years of Friends Celebration, with
assistance from the St. Albert Public Library
Board, to show appreciation to all those who
have helped so willingly from the 1980’s all
the way to today. Graeme Matichuk, Kathie
Konarzewski, and Valerie Spink planned the
celebration to recognize the many Friends who
have helped our Library through the years.
It is also a great time to reconnect with old
Friends, sharing fond memories of years spent
in service to the greater community good.
What will we be doing this year? In summary,
we will be…

•

Fundraising,

•

Advocating,

•

Encouraging membership,

•

Promoting programs, and

•

Learning and growing!

The January 2019 Reel Monday screening of “Puzzle” at the
Arden Theatre
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All the regular volunteer events will take
place this year. Once again at Christmas we
will see the delight on young library lovers’
faces when they get to decorate their little
houses at Christmas Around the World. This
is time well spent. The movie series will carry
on, more special events will be invented. Fun
and fundraising will continue, and many
thanks are given to the wonderful Library
staff, the Library Board, the amazing Friends,
their friends, the sponsors of programs, and
the supporters who attend events and keep
returning each year. The Friends’ membership
fee is still $10.
The Friends of the St. Albert Public Library
have now raised over $200,000 since 1988.
To all those who have been involved in any
way during the Friends’ 30-year history – a
huge THANK YOU!
With library love,
The Friends of St. Albert Public Library

The Friends of the Library at the 2018 AGM. Top row, left to right: Charmaine Brooks, Sandy Fildes, Marg Mazer, Wendy
Stuart-Hughes, Graeme Matichuk, Barb Moreau, Peter Bailey. Bottom row, L to R: Joanne Root, Valerie Spink, Barb Hahn, Allice
Laderoute. Inset, top to bottom: Peter Moloney, Kathie Konarzewski, Richard Brooks.
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The Friends of the Library are regular patrons of the Library. We love visiting the staff, and we make good use of the collections!
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Use your library.
Cherish it.
Fight for it.
Love it.
-

lois hole

Printed by the
Friends of St. Albert Public Library
in February of 2019

